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UNITED STATES GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFJCE 
FEGlONAL OFFICE 

ROOM 717. GATEWAY II BUtlDlNG 

4’n.i AND STATE 

KANSAS Qrr, KANSAS 66101 

“parch; s, 1976 

Colonel Richard L. Curl 
DLsW.ct Engineer 
Kansas City District 
B&ted States Army Corps of Engineers 
r’ederal Building 
601 East 12th 
Kansas City, tttissouri 64~1% 
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Dear Colonel Curl: 

Durkg our survey of General Services Administration (GSA) 
~“u_n_ctions and operation we noted the Kansas City District, Corps ‘:. 
of Bgineers operates an agency records center which stores about 
3,600 cubic feet of inactive records. Since GSA has about 223,000 
cubic feet of vacant space available in its Kansas City Records 
Center, transfer of the Di_strict’s records to GSA’s Records Center 
xould save the Government abou.t $14,000 annually in space and 
personnel costs. 

Federal Property Management Regulations 101-11.4X2-1 requires 
that Federal agencies must receive approval from the Administrator 
of GSA to operate records centers. Approval can be granted when 
greater economy or efficiency can be achieved through agency records 
center operation. District personnel stated that no approval had 
been o3tained for the District records center activity. 

In October 1975, GSA determined that the leased building 
currently housing the District records center does not meet minimum 
accident and fire safety standards. Consequently, the District has 
requested GSA to acquire 5,650 square feet of new space for its’ 
records center n GSA currently pays about $5,000 a year for the 
leased space which houses the District records center operation and 
District staff cost is 
about $13,900 a year. 

about $8,900 a year, or a total cost of 



The District stores about 3,600 cubic feet of records at its 
records center primarily for convenience of retrieval.. Although 
the District has transferred some of its records to GSA's Federal 
Records Center (1776 cribic feet stored as of October 1975), its 

. records center generally parallels GSA's operation. 

A District records center employee informed us that about 600 
references per year axe made to these records. This is much less 
than the minimum of 10,090 references performed per man year at a 
GSA records center, and does not appear to justify the assignment 
of one.fuU time employee to this activity. A GSA official told 
us that they could absorb this additional workload with no increase 
in staffing, and generally >ro-tide 24-hour sertice on reference 
sertice to the District. 

We discussed the poLen?3K!. savings in personnel and space 
costs by transferring t&z 3,6Xl cubic feet of District records to 
the GSA Records Center w?th ze&ers of your staff on January 30, 
1976, and they agreed to study the matter. 

We will appreciate receix~<ng your comments on the above matter 
and being advised of any actlon taken. Copies of this letter are 
3ein.g sent to the Chief of E@neers and to the Division Engineer. 

Sincerely yours, 




